
 

 

 

 

Date: 4 June 2018 

Adult social care contributes £3.4bn to Scottish economy 

The adult social care sector contributes £3.4 billion to the Scottish economy, a 

new report into the economic impact of the sector has found. The Scottish Social 

Services Council (SSSC) published the report today, at the same time as the UK, 

England, Northern Ireland and Wales published similar reports. 

In Scotland nearly 148,000 people work in adult social care with more than 5000 

regulated services and direct employers, which makes it the eighth biggest 

employment sector in terms of number of jobs and 6% of the total workforce. 

The private sector is the biggest employer in regulated services employing 

59,400 people, with 43,400 in voluntary and 35,100 in public sector services.   

The direct economic impact in terms of Gross Value Added (GVA), the measure 

of the value of goods and services produced in a sector of the economy, is £2.2 

billion which is higher than the Agriculture, forestry and fishing, Arts, 

entertainment and recreation and Water supply, sewerage and waste 

management sectors. 

As well as the direct impact of adult social care the report also highlights the 

indirect and induced impact of the sector, which increases the estimated GVA to 

£3.4 billion and 198,600 jobs.  

The indirect effect of the sector (resulting from the purchase of intermediate 

goods and services by the adult social care sector in delivering its services) 

contributes a further 29,400 jobs and £501 million GVA to the Scottish economy. 

The induced effect of the sector (resulting from purchases made by those 

directly and indirectly employed in the adult social care sector) contributes a 

further 21,400 jobs and £636 million GVA to the Scottish economy. 

Some differences between Scotland and the other nations were the: 

 level of productivity in the workforce is higher than all the other nations 
 estimated GVA per capita and GVA per person aged 65 or over is highest 

in Scotland 
 average earnings of £18,400 in Scotland is higher than elsewhere 

 number of full time equivalent jobs in adult social care per head of 
population is higher in Scotland than the other nations. 
 



 

 

Speaking about the reports Scottish Government Health Secretary Shona 

Robison said: ‘The people working in adult social care make a critical 

contribution to people’s health and wellbeing.  

‘And as these reports show, the sector also makes a major contribution to the 

Scottish economy and to employment. These findings also highlight the positive 

impacts of the introduction of the real Living Wage in Scotland.  

‘We remain committed to transforming the way we deliver social care services 

and investing in the sector, as reflected in the additional £66 million we will put 

into social care during 2018/19.’ 

Welcoming the report SSSC Interim Chief Executive Lorraine Gray said: ‘This 

report shows that adult social care not only looks after some of the most 

vulnerable people in society but also makes a significant contribution to the 

Scottish economy.  

‘Many people might be surprised to learn that with 148,000 people working in 

adult social care it is comparable in size to the entire NHS in Scotland, which 

reinforces the importance of the social service sector as a whole. 

‘When you take into account the indirect and induced impact of the adult social 

care sector it’s clear we need it to be strong and sustainable and continue 

making a big contribution to the economy.’  

SSSC Convener Jim McGoldrick added: ‘It is good to see adult social care 

workers in Scotland benefitting from the Scottish Living Wage, which pushes 

average earnings above those elsewhere in the UK. 

‘Everyone working in adult social care is contributing to Scotland having a 

trusted, skilled and confident social service workforce and I’m pleased this report 

recognises the economic contribution they make to the country too.’ 

The UK report found there are almost 1.8 million people working in adult social 

care in the UK and GVA of the direct impact is £24.2 billion. Including the 

indirect and induced impact the overall UK GVA is £46.2 billion and more than 

2.6 million jobs. 

ENDS  

Notes to the editor  

The Economic Value of the Adult Social Care Sector – Scotland report is available 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-library/publications/209-

research/the-economic-value-of-the-adult-social-care-sector-scotland 

An infographic with highlights from the Scotland report is available 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-library/publications/209-

research/economic-value-infographic  
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The Economic Value of the Adult Social Care Sector – UK report is available 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-library/publications/209-

research/the-economic-value-of-the-adult-social-care-sector-uk 

An infographic with highlights from the UK report is available 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-

library/publications?task=document.viewdoc&id=5364  

The Economic Value of the Adult Social Care Sector – England report is available 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-library/publications/209-

research/the-economic-value-of-the-adult-social-care-sector-england 

The Economic Value of the Adult Social Care Sector – Northern Ireland report is 

available http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-

library/publications/209-research/the-economic-value-of-the-adult-social-care-

sector-northern-ireland 

The Economic Value of the Adult Social Care Sector – Wales report is available 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/about-the-sssc/multimedia-library/publications/209-

research/the-economic-value-of-the-adult-social-care-sector-wales  

Skills for Care and Development (SfCD),  the sector skills council for people 

working in early years, children and young people's services and those working 

in social work and social care for adults and children in the UK, commissioned 

economic impact reports for the UK and the four constituent nations to provide 

up to date information on the extent of the economic impact of the growing 

adult social care sector.  

The SSSC and the Northern Ireland Social Care Council (NISCC) managed the 

project on behalf of the SfCD partnership. A Stakeholder Steering Group with 

representatives of the following organisations oversaw the work of the project: 

 Association for Real Change Northern Ireland  

 Association of Directors of Social Services Cymru  
 Care Forum Wales  
 Coalition of Care Providers Scotland  

 Independent Health Care Providers Northern Ireland  
 Local Government Association  

 National Care Forum 
 Scottish Care  
 Social Work Scotland  

 United Kingdom Homecare Association (also known as UKHCA). 
 

SfCD operates as a partnership of Skills for Care (in England), the Scottish Social 

Services Council, the Northern Ireland Social Care Council and Social Care 

Wales. 
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Lorraine Wakefield, Senior Communications Officer, 01382 317922 or 07970 

656447 

Background 

The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) is the regulator for the social service 
workforce in Scotland. Our work means the people of Scotland can count on 

social services being provided by a trusted, skilled and confident workforce.  
 

We protect the public by registering social service workers, setting standards for 
their practice, conduct, training and education and by supporting their 
professional development. Where people fall below the standards of practice and 

conduct we can investigate and take action. 
 

We: 

 publish the national codes of practice for people working in social services 

and their employers  
 register people working in social services and make sure they adhere to 

our codes of practice  
 promote and regulate the learning and development of the social service 

workforce  

 are the national lead for workforce development and planning for social 
services in Scotland. 

 
Each country in the UK has its own regulatory body that is responsible for the 
registration and regulation of social workers and/or social service workers in 

their country. They are: the Social Care Wales, the Northern Ireland Social Care 
Council and the SSSC. The Health and Care Professions Council regulates social 

workers in England only. 

Find out more about us at: 

Website: www.sssc.uk.com  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/SSSCnews  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thesssc 
Instagram: http://instagram.com/ssscnews  
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