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Return to practice for social workers form

Social workers who were previously registered with us, or with another regulatory body, as a social worker who are applying to register as a social worker after a break of more than two years must complete our return to practice requirements.  

Returning social workers must demonstrate how you have updated your skills and knowledge, through supervised practice, formal and informal learning to meet the SSSC’s return to practice requirements. 

Social workers applying to register need to evidence learning across four themes of knowledge and skills through supervised practice, formal and informal learning. Please read to the return to practice guidance on our website to find out what’s required. 

To meet the return to practice requirements at the point of registration all evidenced learning must be carried out in the 12 months before applying. You must complete this form and upload it when applying to register in your MySSSC account. 
If you don’t meet the required learning when applying to register, we will register you with a condition to complete the evidenced learning within six months. You must use this form to evidence your learning and submit it before your condition period ends. You can include learning completed in the six months before applying to register along with learning up to the end of the six-month condition period. When complete submit your form in your My SSSC account.











Completing the form

Read the return to practice guidance on our website before completing this form. You may find it helpful to have the guidance open while completing the form.

· This form is a digital version. We recommend filling out the form using Microsoft Word. 
· There are examples of activities in our guidance to help you fill out the form.
· Six hours equals one day of learning.
· Where learning or practice takes more than one day include the start and end date.
· Remember to record who supervised your practice. They must sign this form to verify the practice. 
· If you submit this form when applying to register, all learning evidence must have taken place in the 12 months before the application submission date. 
· If you are submitting this form to evidence you have met your condition to meet the requirements, you must submit your learning evidence within six months of registration. You can include learning completed in the six months before your registration condition.
· If you are submitting this form as evidence you have met your condition, you should submit the form and any certification by uploading it to your My SSSC account. 















Personal details 

	Name
	     


	Address
	     






	Registration number
(leave blank if not yet registered)
	     


	Return to practice learning record from 
	     


	Return to practice learning record to 
	     


















Formal learning record 

This can take the form of learning through an accredited course, such as one completed through a higher education institute (HEI). It can also take the form of learning completed through a work-based environment that is certificated or evidenced through an employer or learning provider. It must be a course that is relevant to social work practice and the themes identified in the requirements. 
If you’re registered subject to a condition to meet the return to practice requirements and are still undertaking a programme of formal learning at the end of the six-month condition period, you can submit evidence from the learning provider or employer of hours/credits and learning completed to date towards meeting this requirement. 
Formal learning hours required
· Two to five years: 40 hours minimum required 
· Over five years: 80 hours minimum required 
Return to practice themes 
Please cross reference these themes into the table below.
1. Current legislation and policy. 
2. Social work skills, knowledge, understanding and practice. 
3. The key codes and standards for practice. 
4. Adult and child protection.





	

Date/s


	Duration in hours 
(1 day = 6 hours)


	Details of training and learning activity (including name of training provider or learning activity where appropriate)
	Please reflect on how this learning helped consolidate your return to practice social work knowledge, skills and values.


	Return to practice themes covered 

(please specify theme number/s from the list above)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Add lines as required

Informal learning record 
This can take the form of any self-directed learning that is directly related to social work practice and meets the return to practice themes. Informal learning can make up no more than half of your return to practice  hours. Informal learning can include but is not limited to: 
· learning about your organisation
· conversations with colleagues
· team meetings
· shadowing your colleagues 
· learning for new work through books
· research, reading and listening to books, journals, articles, podcasts, programmes etc.

Return to practice themes 
Please cross reference these themes into the table below.
1. Current legislation and policy. 
2. Social work skills, knowledge, understanding and practice. 
3. The key codes and standards for practice. 
4. Adult and child protection.






	

Date/s


	Duration in hours 
(1 day = 6 hours)


	Details of training and learning activity (including name of training provider or learning activity where appropriate)
	Please reflect on how this learning helped consolidate your return to practice social work knowledge, skills and values.


	Return to practice themes covered 

(please specify theme number/s from the list above)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Add lines as 	required

									
	I recorded all or part of my return to practice using MyLearning app and have uploaded the log to my MySSSC account or inserted a link here.     
insert link
	Yes/No

	I have completed some Open Badges as part of my return to practice and have inserted an accessible link here.
insert link
	Yes/No














Supervised practice record 
Supervised practice must be at a social worker level and function. You must be supervised by someone who is a registered social worker. This can take the form of any relevant practice that social workers in Scotland do. You can undertake the supervised practice in any setting that is relevant to social work practice. Carrying out this practice will support you to reflect on your learning.
The supervisor who oversees your supervised practice must be registered as a social worker and must not be subject to any fitness to practise investigation, sanctions or interim orders. It does not need to be the same supervisor for every activity carried out, as long as the person who has observed you is a registered social worker.  
Supervised practice hours 
· Two to five years: 60 hours minimum required 
· Over five years: 120 hours minimum required 
Please give details of your supervisor/s here.
	Name of supervisor 
	

	Regulatory body 
	

	Registration number 
	





To be completed by the supervising social worker 
Supervising social workers should read the guidance to find out what we accept for supervised practice to meet the requirements. 
[bookmark: _Hlk165468151]I confirm that all information provided by the applicant/registrant is correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I also confirm that the observed practice meets the expected return to practice requirements. 

Signature  _______________________________________________________  Date ______________________
Name  _____________________________________  

Return to practice themes 
Please cross reference these themes into the table below.
1. Current legislation and policy. 
2. Social work skills, knowledge, understanding and practice. 
3. The key codes and standards for practice. 
4. Adult and child protection.



	Date/s



	Duration in hours 
(1 day = 6 hours)


	Details of social work activity carried out
	Please reflect on how this learning helped consolidate your return to practice social work knowledge, skills and values.


	Return to practice themes covered

(please specify theme number/s from the list above.
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Add lines as required 
If you had more than one supervisor, please add additional details here: 
	Name of supervisor 
	

	Regulatory body 
	

	Registration number 
	



To be completed by the supervising social worker 
I confirm that all the information provided by the applicant/registrant is correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I also confirm that the observed practice meets the expected return to practice requirements. 

Signature  _______________________________________________________  Date ______________________
Name  _____________________________________  

	Name of supervisor 
	

	Regulatory body 
	

	Registration number 
	



To be completed by the supervising social worker 

I confirm that all the information provided by the applicant/registrant is correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I also confirm that the observed practice meets the expected return to practice requirements. 


Signature  _______________________________________________________  Date ______________________

Name  _____________________________________  


Declaration 
Total hours of formal learning 
Hours:      	

Total hours of informal learning 
Hours:      	

Total hours of supervised practice 
Hours:      

Declaration

I confirm the information I have provided on this form is true and accurate. I understand that failure to meet the stated learning requirements, or the provision of false information in relation to meeting these requirements, may be considered as impairment of fitness to practise by the Scottish Social Services Council.


Signature  _______________________________________________________  Date ______________________

If, for any reason, you have not achieved the stated requirements you must provide an explanation for this in writing to the SSSC and submit it with this form.
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